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Lindy effect
The Lindy effect (also known as Lindy's Law[1]) is a theorized phenomenon by which the future
life expectancy of some non-perishable things, like a technology or an idea, is proportional to their
current age. Thus, the Lindy effect proposes the longer a period something has survived to exist or be
used in the present, it is also likely to have a longer remaining life expectancy. Longevity implies a
resistance to change, obsolescence or competition and greater odds of continued existence into the
future.[2] Where the Lindy effect applies, mortality rate decreases with time. Mathematically, the
Lindy effect corresponds to lifetimes following a Pareto probability distribution.

The concept is named after Lindy's delicatessen in New York City, where the concept was informally
theorized by comedians. The Lindy effect has subsequently been theorized by mathematicians and
statisticians.[3][4][1] Nassim Nicholas Taleb has expressed the Lindy effect in terms of "distance from
an Absorbing barrier."[5]

The Lindy effect applies to "non-perishable" items, those that do not have an "unavoidable expiration
date".[2] For example, human beings are perishable: most humans live for about 80 years. So the
Lindy effect does not apply to individual human lifespan: it is unlikely for a 5-year-old human to die
within the next 5 years, but it is very likely for a 70-year-old human to die within the next 70 years,
while the Lindy effect would predict these to have equal probability.
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The origin of the term can be traced to Albert Goldman and a 1964 article he had written in The New
Republic titled "Lindy's Law".[6] The term Lindy refers to Lindy's delicatessen in New York, where
comedians "foregather every night at Lindy's, where ... they conduct post-mortems on recent show
business 'action'". In this article, Goldman describes a folkloric belief among New York City media
observers that the amount of material comedians have is constant, and therefore, the frequency of
output predicts how long their series will last:[7]

... the life expectancy of a television comedian is [inversely] proportional to the total
amount of his exposure on the medium. If, pathetically deluded by hubris, he undertakes a
regular weekly or even monthly program, his chances of survival beyond the first season
are slight; but if he adopts the conservation of resources policy favored by these senescent
philosophers of "the Business", and confines himself to "specials" and "guest shots", he
may last to the age of Ed Wynn [d. age 79 in 1966 while still acting in movies]
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